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quently had a personal bearing. Ferry, being from the
western part, slipped in between them. I had told Dixon
and had written to some friends that the struggle would be
likely to eventuate in Ferry's nomination.

Babcock and Sperry of New Haven have undertaken to
manage the matters, and they have, as I expected they
would, made a failure. They have been afraid of dividing
the party, and, as the Radicals outnumber them in the
organization, they must go against their conviction and
do wrong. I do not believe there is vim enough among the
friends of Johnson to make a stand in this matter. Bab-
cock has run his head into a bag and taken others
with him. He is afraid to withdraw it lest he should see
something. By this action he has demoralized the mem-
bers.

Fox is bewildered with the idea of going out in his official
capacity as Assistant Secretary of the Navy to Europe.
I am sorry to see so much self-glorification. But he is
stimulated by Seward, Grimes, and others.

Old Mr. Blair came in to-day and had more than an
hour's talk with me in behalf of Lee. I went over the ground
with him, as I did with Moore. "But," said Mr. Blair,
"I ask as a favor to myself, who have labored herein
Washington for thirty-five years without office, that Lee
may have a position in Washington." He said his sons,
Montgomery and Frank, had been sacrificed, and he asked
me as an old friend to spare Lee. I told him I was willing to
do anything in my power for him or either of his sons, but
I could not depart from what is right and the usages of
the service; that Lee had been guilty of great impropriety
in procuring him to take up his cause with the President or
myself; that Lee had received special favors, had become
rich in a place which others believed justly theirs, and that
they had imputed his success to the Blair influence; that,
were I to give Lee position here in one of the bureaus, as he,
Mr. Blair, requested, or were I to give him promotion as
asked, it would cause great dissatisfaction in the service,